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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Huntingdonshire  Education  Committee. 


My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  eleventh 
Annual  Report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Schools 
of  the  Administrative  County  of  Huntingdon. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  B.  MOSS-BLUNDELL, 
County  School  Medical  Officer. 

May , 1922 . 
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Members  of  the  Medical  Inspection  Sub-Committee. 


Chairman : 

Alderman  C.  G.  TEBBUTT. 

Aldermen  : 

B.  C.  Grey.  G.  Fydell  Bowley. 

Councillors : 

J.  P.  Pentelow,  B.  Sisman, 

W.  M.  Bichards,  C.  A.  Stiles, 

H.  A.  Christmas,  Canon  Woodhouse, 

Mrs.  L.  Scott-Gatty. 

Co-opted  Members  : 

J.  H.  Howgate,  A.  Hall, 

G.  Newberry,  Miss  M.  Lloyd, 

Miss  M.  E.  Gallimore. 


Clerk  of  the  Committee  : S.  G.  Cook,  M.A.,  B.Sc. 


County  School  Medical  Officer : C.  B.  Moss-Blundell,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

County  Health  Office,  Huntingdon. 

Telephone  : — Huntingdon  110. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer:  Jane  Marsh,  M.D. 
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COUNTY  OF  HUNTINGDON. 


There  are  89  Schools  comprising  108  departments  and  in  1920 
the  average  number  of  scholars  on  the  register  was  8937  with  an 
average  attendance  of  7943. 


STAFF. 


Chief  School  Medical  Officer  and  County  Medical  Officer  : — 

C.  B.  Moss-Blundell,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  : — Jane  Marsh,  M.D, 


School  Nurses  Nurse  Cook, 
(part  time)  ,,  Catton. 

,,  Griffin. 

,,  Castle. 

» Hoy. 

,,  Snaith. 

,,  Haywood. 


Nurse  Hambling. 

,,  Hewitt. 

,,  Harrison. 

,,  Horsfall. 

,,  Woollaston. 
,,  Greenway. 

,,  Baigent. 


The  County  Health  Visitors  also  rendered  assistance  in  areas 
where  there  are  no  District  Nurses. 


The  fact  that  the  personnel  of  the  staff  is  the  same  for  all  the 
Health  Services  in  the  County  renders  co-ordination  very  simple. 

The  care  of  infants  and  young  children  and  the  supervision  of 
the  debilitated  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Health  Department  as 
part  of  the  Scheme. 

There  are  no  Nursery  Schools. 

o 

SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

No  great  work  has  been  undertaken  during  the  year  but  sundry 
minor  alterations  and  improvements  have  been  Effected. 

As  this  is  a county  consisting  of  fairly  large  schools  and  schools 
of  every  grade  down  to  the  tiniest,  conditions  hygienic  and  otherwise 
exist.  In  the  large  populous  districts  modern  schools  with  adequate 
sanitary  conveniences  obtain  while  in  the  small  rural  schools  the 
sanitation  is  in  keeping  with  the  rest  of  the  district : the  same 
remark  applies  to  the  desks,  blackboards  and  the  general  equipment. 
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LIST  OF  SCHOOLS  CLEANED  & DISTEMPEEED,  1921 

Tilbrook  C.E.  School. 

Kimbolton  Council  School  (partly  done). 

St.  Ives  Girls  Council  School. 

St.  Ives  Boys  Council  School. 

St.  Ives  Cookerv  School. 

St.  Ives  Infants  School. 

Fletton  Council  School. 

Hilton  School. 

Buckden  Boys. 

Buckden  Girls. 

Elton  C.E.  Schools. 

Orton  Waterville  School. 

Buckworth  C.E.  School. 

Stanground  C.E.  School. 

Pondsbridge  C.E.  School. 

Hail  Weston. 

Yaxley  Boys. 

Gt.  Paxton  School. 

Broughton. 

Somersham  Infants. 

Somersham  Mixed. 

Farcet  Council  School. 

Hartford  School. 

Hamerton  School. 

Sawtry  Council  School. 

St.  Neots  C.E.  School. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Three  groups  were  selected  for  routine  examinations,  Entrants, 
Intermediates  and  Seniors,  and  all  children  (Specials)  who  in  the 
opinion  of  the  School  Medical  Officer,  Teachers,  or  other  authorized 
person  suffered  from  any  defect.  The  re-inspections  took  place  as 
usual. 

The  table  on  the  following  page  shows  the  work  done  by  the 
School  Nurses  in  following  up  defects  found  at  the  Medical  Inspection 
and  also  in  cases  notified  on  Form  M.  9,  a weekly  return  of  infectious 
diseases  sent  by  the  Head  Teacher  each  Friday. 

AGE  GEOUPS  of  the  children  inspected. 

Infants.  All  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  7 years  who 
have  not  been  medically  examined  in  the  County. 
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Intermediates.  All  children  who  have  passed  their  8th  but 
not  reached  their  9th  birthday. 

Seniors.  All  girls  and  boys  who  have  passed  their  13th  birth- 
day and  who  have  not  been  medically  examined  since  that  date  in 
the  County  of  Huntingdon. 

CRIPPLING  DEFECTS. 

These  are  immediately  referred  to  the  School  Medical  Officer 
by  the  Teachers,  Attendance  Officers  or  Nurses. 

In  no  schools  were  the  working  arrangements  disturbed  by  the 
presence  of  the  Medical  Inspector. 

FINDINGS  of  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Uncleanliness.  There  is  not  much  uncleanliness  in  the  schools. 

It  is  almost  entirelv  confined  to  certain  families  in  each  school  who 

•/ 

come  up  for  inspection  and  reprimand  with  unerring  regularity. 
Nothing  can  be  done  without  the  application  of  the  Children  Act, 
Section  122,  and  this  cannot  be  put  into  force  without  proper  cleansing 
arrangements.  One  of  the  great  difficulties  is  that  one  cannot 
adequately  deal  with  the  parents;  on  visiting  the  home  one  often  finds 
the  mothers  are  as  verminous  as  the  children  and  frequently  mentally 
deficient;  these  may  be  described  as  the  habitually  lousy.  Those 
who  are  casually  lousy  are  usually  so  through  chance  infection  from 
the  others  and  the  fact  that  their  children  are  found  in  this  condition 
is  a source  of  genuine  grief  to  the  parents. 

Minor  Ailments.  These  ailments  are  usuallv  trivial  and  of  a 

*/ 

transitory  nature. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids.  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  are  observed  in 
routine  examinations  or  are  brought  up  as  Specials  as  mouth  breathers. 

Tuberculosis.  13  definite  cases  were  observed  and  29  were 
suspected  and  kept  under  observation  by  the  department  dealing  with 
tuberculosis. 

Skin  Disease.  39  cases  of  impetigo,  17  of  Scabies,  and  33 
cases  of  Ringworm  were  reported  but  these  figures  are  probably 
under  estimated. 

External  Eye  Disease.  32  cases  were  reported. 

Vision.  There  were  74  cases  of  Defective  Vision  observed  of 
which  number  68  were  recommended  to  obtain  treatment. 
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Ear  Disease  and  Hearing.  11  cases  of  Defective  Hearing 
were  recorded  and  14  of  Ear  Disease,  the  majority  of  which  were 
discharges. 

Dental  Defects.  There  were  439  cases  of  Dental  Caries 
observed  all  of  which  should  be  treated. 

Crippling  Defects . 16  Deformities  were  reported. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  were  prevalent  in  the  following  areas,  viz : 

Chicken  Pox . Huntingdon  Rural. 

Diphtheria.  St.  Neots  Urban  ; St.  Ives  Rural. 

General  Sickness,  ( Colds  and  Coughs,  <f c).  Huntingdon 
Urban;  Godmanchester ; Ramsey  Urban;  St.  Ives  Rural;  Huntingdon 
Rural ; Stibbington  Rural. 

Coughs  and  Golds.  St.  Neots  Rural;  Norman  Cross  Rural; 
St.  Ives  Rural. 

Mumps.  Thrapston  Rural ; Ramsey  and  Godmanchester  Urban. 

Sore  Throats.  St.  Neots  Rural. 

Whooping  Cough.  Ramsey ; St.  Ives  Rural ; Old  Fletton 

Urban. 

FOLLOWING  UP. 

After  each  medical  inspection  at  the  school  the  list  of  all 
defects  found  is  prepared  in  quadruplet  of  which  one  copy  is  retained 
in  the  Office,  one  in  the  School,  and  two  copies  for  the  County 
Health  Visitors  or  the  Nursing  Association  whose  nurse  follows  up 
the  case.  At  the  end  of  a fixed  period  usually  about  six  weeks,  the 
Head  Teacher  returns  the  school  copy  with  a statement  as  to  whether 
treatment  has  been  carried  out  at  the  patient’s  own  initiative.  The 
cases  for  which  no  treatment  has  been  effected  are  referred  to  the 
School  Nurse  who  endeavours  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
to  carry  out  the  treatment  recommended.  Cases  of  uncleanliness  are 
referred  to  the  School  Nurse  without  delay.  Cleanliness  surveys  both 
by  the  Medical  and  Nursing  Staff  are  made  from  time  to  time 
without  warning. 
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Work  of  the  School  Nurses  in  “ following  up”  Defective 

Children. 


District. 

School 

Visit. 

Home 

Visits. 

Ver- 

minous 

Other 

Defects. 

Verminous  Heads. 

Not 

treated. 

Per- 

centage 

of 

Heads. 

Number 

Treated 

Not 

Treated. 

Defects 

Number 

Treated. 

Defects 

treated. 

Old  Fletton  and 

Stan ground 

14 

140 

40 

73 

30 

| 

10 

47 

2S 

60-8 

St.  Neots  and 
Eynesbury 

17 

218 

122 

76 

110 

12 

38 

38 

75 

St.  Ives,  Fenstanton 
and  Holywell  ... 

7 

75 

31 

16 

New  N 

arse,  Re 

port  no 

t filled 

in. 

Huntingdon  and 

God  tnan  Chester 

15 

165 

104 

60 

62 

42 

28 

32 

54-9 

Somersham  & Pi d ley 

1 

21 

6 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

50 

Houghton,  Heniing- 
ford  Abbots 
and  Grey 

14 

74 

59 

37 

• 

31 

28 

22 

15 

60-4 

Ramsey 

6 

84 

37  . 

25 

26 

11 

9 

16 

56'4 

Kimbolton 

5 

47 

12 

18 

9 

3 

11 

7 

66*6 

Sawtry 

2 

39 

17 

4 

12 

5 

3 

1 

71-4 

Special  Visits  to 

Schools  for  Head 
conditions 

25 

— 

871 

23 

629 

242 

15 

8 

72 

Total 

104 

863 

1299 

338 

912 

356 

175 

147 

664 

In  addition  to  the  above  341  Home  Visits  were  paid  by  the 
County  Health  Visitors  and  advice  given  to  parents. 

22  Special  visits  were  paid  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer  on  account  of  Suspected  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  or 
Influenza,  231  children  were  re-inspected,  and  692  children  were  re- 
examined for  head  conditions,  a general  improvement  being  noted. 

PAEENTS  PEESENT  at  Medical  Inspection. 

The  following  table  compares  the  years  1920 — 1921. 


1920. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Eoutine 

53  2 per  cent. 

• • • 

Eoutine  56-5  per  cent. 

Specials 

20  2 per  cent. 

• • • 

Specials  28-3  per  cent. 

1921. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Eoutine 

44*3  per  cent. 

• • • 

Eoutine  68-2  per  cent. 

Specials 

38'2  per  cent. 

Specials  36’5  per  cent. 
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MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

There  are  three  agencies  by  which  treatment  may  be  obtained 

viz : — 

1.  The  Local  Hospitals. 

2.  General  Practitioners. 

3.  The  County  Health  Department. 

The  Hospitals  undertake  treatment  of  every  description  in 
theory  but  not  in  actual  practice.  Dental  treatment  is  not  undertaken 
except  extractions  whilst  the  treatment  of  defects  of  vision  is  not 
welcomed  when  applied  for  by  County  patients  to  Hospitals  outside 
the  County.  The  County  Hospital,  Huntingdon  accepts  all  class  of 
patients  on  production  of  a Hospital  letter. 

The  General  Practitioners  treat  minor  ailments  and  refer 
certain  cases  to  the  Hospital  according  to  their  discretion. 

The  County  Health  Services  treat  minor  ailments,  skin  disease 
and  tuberculosis  at  the  Clinic  held  at  the  County  Offices,  Huntingdon, 
every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  morning  between  10  and  12  o’clock, 
but  as  far  as  minor  ailments  are  concerned  this  applies  to  the  Hun- 
tingdon Town  area  only. 

Scabies  is  treated  all  over  the  County  in  the  home  by  the 
Health  Visitors,  and  tuberculosis  being  notifiable  is  very  thoroughly 
dealt  with  both  at  the  Clinic,  in  the  Home,  and  in  the  County 
Children’s  Sanatorium  (100  beds)  at  Wyton. 

To  recapitulate,  the  only  scheme  for  treatment  is  for  tuber- 
culosis, scabies,  venereal  diseases  and  a portion  of  the  minor  ailments  ; 
in  other  cases  sufferers  are  left  to  their  own  resouces  to  secure 
treatment. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  dental  services  and  for  the  treat- 
ment of  defects  in  vision. 

OPEN-AIR  EDUCATION. 

There  is  no  system  of  open-air  education  in  the  County  with 
the  exception  of  the  open-air  school  at  Wyton  Sanatorium,  but  the 
teachers  at  times  take  their  classes  in  the  open  when  weather  permits. 
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PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

The  Authority  has  no  Organiser  of  Physical  Training. 

No  Provision  of  Meals  is  undertaken.  There  are  no  School 

Baths. 

CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS. 

Parents  have  always  due  warning  of  the  visit  of  the  Medical 
Inspector  and  a hearty  invitation  to  be  present,  and  the  number  who 
accepted  the  invitation  will  be  observed. 

CO-OPERATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

The  co-operation  has  been  wholehearted  and  harmonious. 

CO-OPERATION  OF  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS. 

Our  present  School  Attendance  Officers  are  most  helpful;  they 
have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  home  condition  of  the  scholars. 
Every  Saturday  morning  they  meet  at  the  County  Health  Office  and 
discuss  all  cases  which  have  come  before  their  notice  and  render  every 
assistance  in  their  power. 

A weekly  return  of  all  cases  of  contagious  diseases  is  sent  in 
from  every  School  each  Friday  and  arrive  at  the  Office  on  Saturday 
morning.  It  is  carefully  perused  with  the  help  of  the  Attendance 
Officers  and  all  necessary  steps  taken. 

CO-OPERATION  OF  VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 

The  only  voluntary  body  in  the  area  is  the  N.S.P.C.C.  whose 
representative  keeps  in  touch  with  the  homes  whenever  required. 

BLIND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE  & EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN. 

A register  is  kept  of  all  cases  coming  into  this  catagory  and 
treatment  arranged  for  when  possible.  The  great  difficulty  has  been 
to  find  a vacancy  in  a suitable  institution  and  although  the  lists  are 
revised  from  time  to  time  there  are  numbers  of  children  for  whom  no 
homes  can  be  found.  There  are  no  special  Schools  within  the  County. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENTS. 

During  the  year  the  County  has  been  in  conference  with 
Cambridgeshire  and  the  Isle  of  Ely  with  the  idea  of  establishing  a 
joint  institution  for  the  treatment  of  mentally  deficient  persons  other 
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than  imbeciles  or  idiots.  If  any  scheme  is  desirable  this  one  appears 
to  have  advantages  over  any  so  far  considered  but  it  would  involve 
considerable  expense  to  the  County  and  it  highly  problematical  as 
to  what  results  would  accrue.  Theoretically  it  may  be  a right  thing 
to  look  after  these  unfortunate  people  but  from  a purely  materialistic 
point  of  view  it  would  not  appear  to  be  money  well  spent. 

For  the  purpose  of  education  one  may  divide  mental  deficients 
into  three  classes,  (i)  the  lower  grade  which  is  suitable  only  for  the 
asylum,  (2)  the  middle  grade  which  usually  finds  its  way  into  an 
institution  for  mental  deficients,  and  (3)  those  of  the  higher  grade 
who  in  the  ordinary  way  go  about  the  world  labelled  as  cranks  or 
erratic  kind  of  persons  and  who  are  tolerated  but  not  locked  up. 
This  last  class  of  individual  is  by  far  the  most  dangerous  for  he 
passes  for  a sane  person  and  is  taken  seriously  by  his  fellow  creatures 
and  frequently  does  irreparable  mischief.  If  at  any  time  he  gets 
into  the  clutches  of  the  law  he  may  find  himself  in  prison  or  in  an 
asylum,  his  chances  varying  with  the  ability  of  the  Counsel  who 
defends  him,  the  disposition  of  the  judge  and  jury,  and  by  his  own 
circumstances  in  life.  Our  prisons  are  full  of  mentally  deficient 
persons  who  in  common  fairness  to  themselves  ought  to  be  in  State 
Mental  Institutions.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  a scheme  such  as 
the  Fowlmere  scheme  would  assist  us  in  any  way  with  regard  to  this 
class  of  person  and  it  is  equally  doubtful  whether  the  intermediate 
class  would  ever  be  made  self-supporting  without  institutional  super- 
vision during  the  whole  of  their  lives. 

The  problem  of  the  treatment  of  mental  deficients  is  an 
extraordinary  difficult  one  for  if  all  high  grade  cases  were  confined 
under  certificate  the  cost  would  become  a very  serious  burden  on  the 
State.  As  a practical  suggestion  and  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done 
appears  to  be  the  segregation  of  mentally  deficient  women  between 
the  ages  of  say  16  and  46  years  in  order  that  the  possibility  of 
reproduction  of  illegitimate  mentally  deficient  children  may  be 
reduced  to  a minimum.  Apart  from  the  medical  aspect  of  mental 
deficients  the  question  of  finance  is  obviously  one  of  the  greatest 
importance  particularly  at  the  present  moment  and  it  would  appear 
to  be  a most  short-sighted  policy  to  spend  money  on  these  useless 
individuals  and  to  begrudge  it  for  the  more  useful  members  of  society 
If  we  have  any  money  to  spend  surely  it  ought  to  be  spent  on  those 
who  intellectually  are  above  average  and  not  on  those  below.  This 
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leads  one  to  consider  the  mental  condition  of  children  and  young 
persons  in  general  more  especially  as  applied  to  Public  Elementary 
Schools.  With  the  exception  of  some  slight  modifications  applic- 
able to  town  or  country  schools,  the  system  of  education  in  this 
County  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  standardised  and  all 
children  irrespective  of  their  capacity  for  learning  have  to 
attend  School  until  the  age  of  14  years.  This  appears  to  be  a 
mistake  for  while  we  furnish  special  instruction  for  the  obviously 
mentally  deficient  there  has  been  no  attempt  to  grade  the  scholars 
attending  Elementary  Schools  other  than  by  age  or  class.  In  some 
schools  one  finds  a number  of  children  who  are  not  worth  teaching, 
who  are  just  able  to  read  and  write,  and  who  drift  along  from  class  to 
class  as  they  grow  too  big  for  the  class  below;  it  is  quite  useless  to 
keep  these  children  at  school  until  they  are  14  and  they  wTould  be  far 
better  at  work  on  the  land  or  in  some  other  suitable  form  of  employ- 
ment. On  the  other  hand  there  are  a few  children  who  are  far  above 
the  average  and  whose  progress  is  practically  unlimited  provided 
facilities  are  offered  them,  but  unfortunately  financial  considerations 
curtail  their  progress  even  when  taking  into  consideration  the  advan- 
tages offered  by  County  scholarships.  What  we  require  is  a system 
by  which  less  money  is  spent  on  those  who  do  not  pay  for  teaching 
and  what  is  saved  in  this  direction  expended  on  those  who  do. 
Apparently  the  most  rational  method  would  be  to  gauge  the  intelli- 
gence of  all  children  on  admission  to  the  school  and  possibly  three 
years  later  and  then  decide  to  what  extent  the  child  is  worth  spending 
public  money  on.  In  order  to  do  this  it  would  be  necessary  to 
determine  whether  the  individual  were  normal  as  represented  by  the 
figure  100,  or  if  abnormal  how  much  above  or  below  this  figure.  The 
result  of  the  investigation  would  be  expressed  in  what  is  known  as 
“ intelligence  quotient  ” and  it  would  be  money  well  spent  in  classifying 
every  scholar  in  the  country.  There  are  various  tests  for  intelligence 
such  as  reaction  to  stimulus,  memory,  powers  of  concentration  and 
others  well  known  to  those  who  specialize  in  the  study  of  mental 
deficiency,  and  if  every  child  were  classified  the  Education  Authority 
would  know  how  many  children  within  their  area  were  (1)  not  worth 

spending  money  on,  (2)  worth  educating  at  the  public  expense  to  the 
age  of  13  or  14  years,  and  (3)  worth  subsidizing  as  far  as  the 
University  if  not  beyond.  It  is  useless  to  bemoan  the  lack  of  great 
men  and  it  is  equally  pitiable  to  see  latent  ability  whose  development 

is  hindered  by  lack  of  money  alone.  Intellectually  there  are  just  as 
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many  good  scholars  in  the  country  as  there  ever  were  and  probably 
better,  and  if  we  wish  to  keep  ourselves  among  nations  of  the  world 
it  is  for  us  to  cultivate  intensively  the  promising  brains  which  un- 
doubtedly exist  amongst  us  so  that  they  may  in  due  course  occupy 
the  foremost  places  in  Society. 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

These  Schools  are  inspected  in  a manner  similar  to  the  elemen- 
tary schools,  except  that  the  Chief  School  Medical  Officer  himself 
inspects  the  boys  and  the  lady  Assistant  Medical  Officer  the  girls. 
Parents  are  invited  to  be  present  in  the  ordinary  way,  but  the  usual 
cards  are  not  sent  out  in  case  of  defects  being  observed.  In  such 
cases  either  the  parents  are  visited  by  the  Chief  School  Medical 
Officer  or  a confidential  personal  letter  is  sent. 

There  are  no  Continuations  Schools. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  & YOUNG  PERSONS. 

No  work  has  been  done  with  regard  to  the  Juvenile  Employ- 
ment Committee  or  with  the  certifying  factory  Surgeon  for  the  district. 

NOTES  BY  Dr.  J.  MARSH,  Assistant  School  Medical 

Officer. 

I have  been  asked  to  give  a short  report  on  the  Medical  Inspec- 
tion of  School  Children  carried  out  by  me  during  the  year  1921. 

To  begin  with — 

Co-operation  of  Parents. — I have  been  a little  surprised  at 
the  few  parents  who  respond  personally  to  the  invitation  given  them  to 
be  present  at  the  Medical  Inspection,  many  of  them  seem  quite  content 
to  hear  the  result  of  the  inspection  from  the  Head  Teacher,  but  a 
minority  takes  very  intelligent  interest  in  the  proceedings  and  seem  to 
appreciate  what  is  being  done  for  the  welfare  of  their  children.  One 
thing  I have  particularly  noticed  is  the  absence  in  this  County  of 
what  I may  term  the  hostile  attitude  of  the  parent  to  the  Medical 
Inspection  which  I have  noticed  in  other  places — there  are  very  few 
“Conscientious  Objectors.” 

Help  from  Teachers. — I have  experienced  without  exception 
the  greatest  help  and  co-operation  from  all  the  teachers  with  whom  I 
have  had  to  do  and  which  I have  appreciated  very  much,  for  the 
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success  of  a good  Medical  Examination  depends  quite  as  much  on 
them  as  on  the  doctor,  they  know  the  parents  and  children  so  intimately, 
that  any  difficulties  that  arise  are  generally  easily  smoothed  away.  I 
have  also  been  much  helped  by  the  School  Attendance  Officers,  not  at 
the  actual  Inspection,  but  generally,  for  they  bring  to  notice  the  real 
cause  of  the  children’s  absence,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  this  can 
be  remedied,  for  if  due  to  sickness,  the  children  are  looked  up,  and  if 
due  to  parents  keeping  them  at  home  to  help  in  the  house,  or  to  work 
outside,  the  parents  are  remonstrated  with,  and  if  necessary,  dealt  with. 

Defects  met  with.  Those  most  generally  met  with  are — 

I.  Teeth.  A large  majority  of  children  have  defective  teeth, 
and  I find  the  parents  pay  very  little  attention  to  the  findings  of  the 
Medical  Officer,  as  time  after  time  the  children  come  up  for  inspection 
or  re-inspection,  with  the  same  old  trouble  and  nothing  has  been  done 
to  remedy  it ; but  this  is  not  so  with  all  cases,  some  parents  act  on  the 
advice  given  them  and  the  mischief  is  relieved,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  the 
great  advantage  of  children. 

II.  Verminous  Heads.  Here  there  is  large  room  for  improve- 
ment, and  it  is  especially  noticeable  that  the  trouble  is  almost  in  the 
same  families,  inspection  after  inspection  reveals  the  children  of  the 
same  families  still  dirty  and  a source  of  danger  to  others — but  in  justice 
I must  say  I have  noticed  a great  improvement  in  the  Schools,  especially 
during  the  last  9 months.  There  are  some  schools  that  are  always  clean 
perhaps  not  a single  dirty  head  in  the  school,  and  in  others,  perhaps  one 
single  family  spoils  the  school’s  good  record. 

III.  Skin  Diseases,  The  chief  and  commonest  ot  which  are 
Ringwoim,  Impetigo  and  Scabies.  Parents  are  advised  when  such  cases 
are  met  with  at  the  Inspection,  they  are  also  dealt  with  at  the  School 
Clinic  held  twice  weekly  and  are  also  looked  after  by  the  Nurses  at 
their  own  homes.  Great  apathy,  in  many  cases,  is  shewn  by  the  parents 
in  obtaining  any  treatment,  especially  is  this  so  in  cases  of  ringworm, 
but  also  there  are  exceptions,  many  parents  work  really  hard 
to  carry  out  instructions  and  get  the  children  well.  When  children 
suffering  from  ringworm  were  excluded  from  school,  this  was  often  used 
as  an  excuse  to  set  them  to  work  in  some  way,  no  effort  at  all  being 
made  to  cure  the  ringworm.  I have  noticed  an  improvement  in  the 
number  of  Impetigo  cases  during  the  last  six  months,  due  principally 
to  the  co-operation  of  the  parents. 
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IV.  Eye  Defects.  About  10%  of  the  whole  number  examined 
suffer  from  external  diseases  of  the  eye  or  refractive  troubles.  The 
parents  as  a rule  are  alive  to  the  urgent  necessity  of  having  the  defects 
found  at  the  examination  attended  to,  and  most  willingly  take  a great 
deal(of  trouble  to  have  the  defect  remedied  ; I have  had  cases  where  the 
children  have  been  taken  as  far  as  London  to  Moorfield’s  Ophthalmic 
Hospital  “ to  get  the  best  there  is  to  be  had  ” in  the  way  of  oculist’s 
advice,  but  there  are  many  exceptions  to  this,  either  the  parents  are  too 
poor,  too  ignorant,  or  too  apathetic  to  do  anything,  in  cases  where  the 
parents  are  not  able  to  undertake  the  treatment,  the  children  are 
examined  and  prescribed  for  at  the  Clinic. 

During  the  course  of  an  examination,  troubles  are  often  revealed 
not  hitherto  suspected,  such  as  Cardiac  Cases,  Incipient  Tuberculosis, 
Kidney  Disease,  &c.,  &c.,  when  the  Inspecting  Officer  advises  the 
parents  if  present,  or  the  Head  Teacher  in  their  absence,  which  advice 
is  gladly  followed  in  most  cases,  these  children  are  kept  under  obser- 
vation and  come  up  for  further  examination  at  subsequent  Inspections. 
A small  percentage  of  nervous  cases  are  met  with,  the  principal  of 
which  are  Chorea  and  Epilepsey  and  Backward  and  Mentally  Deficient 
children,  the  latter  for  whom  a special  school  is  needed  in  the  County 
if  the  terms  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  are  to  be  complied  with. 

I would  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  desks  in  some  of  the 
schools.  The  same  sized  desk  is  supplied  to  all  the  schools  alike,  be 
the  pupil  4 years  or  14  yrs,  this  is  obviously  wrong,  and  is  very  bad  for 
the  bigger  children. 

The  Sanitation  in  some  of  the  County  Schools  requires  improve- 
ment, for  which  there  is  plenty  of  room. 
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Table  1.  Number  of  Children  inspected  From  1st  January, 

1921,  to  31st  December,  1921. 


A.  Routine  Medical  Inspection. 


Age. 

ENTRANTS. 

Inter- 

mediate 

Group. 

LEAVERS. 

GRAND 

TOTAL. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Other 

Ages 

Total 

8 

12 

13 

14 

Other 

Ages 

Total 

Boys 

9 

40 

225 

96 

37 

407 

407 

43 

326 

23 

40 

432 

Entrants 

. 915 

Intermediates 

698 

Gri  I'l  s 

10 

59 

274 

106 

69 

508 

508 

29 

237 

5 

39 

310 

Leavers 

. 742 

Total 

19 

99 

499 

202 

96 

915 

698 

72 

563 

28 

79 

742 

2365 

R Group  “ Other  than  Code.” 


(1) 

INTERMEDIATE 

GROUP 

OTHER  THAN 
CODE. 

(2) 

SPECIAL  CASES. 

(3) 

NUMBER 

OF  CHILDREN 
RE-EXAMINED 

(4) 

Boys 

... 

71 

99 

WiJ 

GO 

Girls 

... 

57 

103 

146 

Total 

... 

128 

202 

231 

16 


Table  II. 


Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  Course  of 
Medical  Inspection  1921. 


Code  Groups 

Specials. 

Number 

Number 

requiring 

requiring 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Number 

to  be  kept 
under  obser- 

Number 

to  be  kept 
under  obser- 

referred  for 

vation  but 

referred  for 

vation  but 

Treatment 

not  referred 

Treatment 

not  referred 

for 

for 

treatment 

treatment 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Unclean-  C 

Head 

235 

97 

171 

39 

liness  ( 

Body 

23 

5 

5 

— 

Ring-  ( 

Head  

11 

— 

7 

— 

worm  ( 

Body 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies 

7 

— 

4 

— 

Skin 

Impetigo 

15 

— 

4 

— 

( 

( Other  Diseases 
Defective  Vision  or 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Eye  j 

Squint 

61 

— 

7 

— 

.External  Eye  Disease 

21 

3 

5 

3 

Ear 

Defective  Hearing 

8 

1 

2 

— 

Ear  Disease 

7 

2 

5 

— 

Teeth 

Dental  Disease. .. 

311 

72 

41 

15 

Nose 

and  i 

Throat 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

179 

27 

77 

16 

Adenoids 

15 

2 

4 

— 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and 
i Adenoids 

7 

2 

Heart  j 

Heart  Disease  ... 

3 

1 

1 

— 

and  J 

Organic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Circula- 

Functional 

— 

— 

2 

1 

tion 

Anaemia 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Defective  Speech 
( Pul  monary  Tuber- 

5 

— 

1 

— 

culosis — 

Lungs 

Definite 

9 

— 

4 

— 

Suspected 

16 

— 

8 

5 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

4 

— 

3 

2 

V Other  Disease 

7 

2 

4 

3 

Nervous  \ 
Svstem  ) 

Epilepsy 

Chorea  ... 

Other  Diseases... 

4 

2 

3 

1 

• 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Non-Pul- 

f Glands  ... 

3 

_ 

_ 

monary 

Bones  and  Joints 

2 

1 

. . 

_ 

Tubercu- 

losis 

Other  Forms  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Rickets  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Deformities 

Other  Defects  or  Dis- 

1 

3 

2 

1 

eases  ... 

32 

8 

15 

2 

Total 

1005 

226 

380 

89 

17 


Table  III. 

Numerical  Return  of  Exceptional  Children  in 

the  Area  in  1921. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Blind  (includ- 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

33 

41 

74 

ing  partially 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind 

— 

— 

— 

blind) 

l Not  at  School 

2 

1 

3 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

5 

6 

11 

(including 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf.. 

3 

2 

5 

partially  deaf ) 

iNot  at  School 

— 

— 

— 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally 

11 

7 

18 

Mentally  Deficient., 

Defective 

— 

• — 

Feeble  Minded 

Notified  to  the  Local  Centrol  Authority 

during  the  year... 

— 

— 

— 

'Not  at  School 

— 

— 

— 

Imbeciles 

At  School 

— 



— 

Idiots 

.Not  at  School 

2 

1 

3 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

3 

1 

— 

Epileptics 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Epileptics 

— 

— 

— 

iNot  at  Schools 

2 

— 

6 

Physically 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

3 

4 

— 

Defective 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  the 

Crippling  due  to 

Physically  Defective  Children 

2 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

iNot  at  School 

— 

1 

11 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

3 

6 

Pulmonary 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Physically 

Tuberculosis 

Defective  Children 

21 

27 

— 

Not  at  School 

— 

— 

57 

Cripples  other 
than  Tuberculosis 
i.e.,  Paralysis,  H 
Rickets, 
Deformities 

f 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Physically 
Defective  Children 

11 

7 

— 

Not  at  School 

2 

1 

21 

Dull  or  Back-  ] 

Retarded  2 years 

17 

14 

— 

ward  Children  j 

Retarded  3 years 

15 

9 

55 

Total 

135 

129 

264 

Table  IV, 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  during  1921. 
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School  Closures. 


Disease. 

Department. 

From. 

Until. 

Mumps 

Old  Weston  C.E.  Mixed... 

Feb.  7th 

April  12th 

,, 

Gt.  Gidding  C.E.  Mixed.. 

14th 

Mar.  15th 

99 

Leighton  C.E.  Mixed 

23rd 

April  12th 

n 

Godmanchester  Boys 

April  7th 

May  24th 

. •• 

Godmanchester  C.  Girls... 

7th 

24  th 

?5 

Godmanchester  C.  Infants 

7 th 

24th 

,, 

A 1 walton  C.E.  Mixed 

18th 

June  |8th 

>5  ... 

Ramsey  Council  Spinning 

Nov.  21st 

Jan.3rd/22 

Ramsey  C.  Mixed 

28th 

Jan. 3rd  ,, 

j, 

Ramsey  C.  Infants 

28th 

Jan. 3rd  ,, 

Sawtry  C.  Mixed  .. 

Dec.  5th 

Jan. 10th ,, 

Whooping  Cough 

Ramsey  Mereside 

Jan.  10  th 

Mar.  29th 

n 

Warboys  Fen  C.  Mixed  ... 

Feb.  8th 

Mar.  29th 

99 

Pidley  C.  E.  Mixed 

May  25th 

June  28th 

Stanground  C.  E.  Infts.  ... 

Nov.  22nd 

Jan.3rd/22 

Coughs  <fe  Colds 

Broughton  C.  E. Mixed  ... 

Feb.  14th 

Mar.  1st 

v 

Ramsey  Heights  ... 

Feb.  7th 

Mar.  29th 

Haddon  C.  E. 

Mar,  21st 

April  6th 

Waresley  C.  E. 

May  2nd 

May  24th 

5, 

Elton  C.  E.  Mixed 

May  2nd 

May  24th 

, , 

Farcet  C.  E.  Mixed 

May  2nd 

May  24th 

Farcet  C.  Infants 

May  2nd 

May  24th 

,, 

Catworth  C.  E.  Mixed  ... 

Dec.  12th 

Feb.lst/22 

Sore  Throats  ... 

Little  Paxton  C.  E. 

Jan.  27th 

Feb.  15th 

,,  ... 

Tillbrook  C.  E 

Feb.  8th 

Feb.  22nd 

Diphtheria 

Warboys  C.  E.  Mixed 

Mar.  1st 

April  5th 

,, 

Warboys  Council... 

Mar.  1st 

April  5th 

) • 

Warboys  C.  Infants 

Mar,  1st 

April  5th 

Scarlet  Fever... 

Connington  C.  E.  Mixed... 

Jan.  3rd 

Jan.  18th 

V 

Godmanchester  C.  Boys... 

Nov.  28th 

Dec.  13th 

V 

Godmanchester  C.  Girls... 

Nov.  28th 

Dec.  13th 

99 

Godmanchester  C.  Infts. 

Nov.  28th 

Dec.  13th 

Measles  & S.  Fever  .. 

Somersham  C.  Mixed 

Nov.  30th 

Jan.3rd/22 

99 

Somersham  C.  Infants  ... 

Nov.  30th 

Jan.3rd/22 

Measles 

Wistow  C.  E.  Mixed 

Jan.  3rd 

Jan.  17th 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

Upton  C.  E.  Mixed 

Nov.  8th 

Nov.  28th 

Epidemic  Enteritis 

and  Jaundice  ... 

Stibbington  C.  Mixed 

Nov.  22nd 

Jan.3rd/22 

20 


Exclusion  of  Individual  Scholars. 

The  following  children  were  excluded  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  upon  the  grounds  indicated  below  : — 


Complaint. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Impetigo 

9 

3 

12 

Scabies 

10 

3 

13 

Yerminons  Heads  ... 

— 

10 

10 

Epilepsy 

1 

— 

1 

Minor  Epilepsy  & Mental 
Deficiency 

1 

. 

1 

Fits  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Abcess 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  Eye 

1 

— 

1 

Measles  (Contact)  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Bingworm  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Chickenpox... 

3 

2 

5 

Chorea 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Infantile  Paralysis 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

30 

23 

53 

Prosecutions. 

The  number  of  prosecutions  reported  to  the  Committee  during 
the  year  was  20. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Children  in  Special  Schools. 


No.  of  Children. 


5 


Cost  per  Annum. 
£80  per  head 


Parents  Contribution. 

1 at  5/-  per  week. 

2 at  2/6  ,, 

1 at  1/6 

1 at  £15  per  annum. 


No.  of  Children  in  Industrial  Schools  6. 
School  Charges  12/-  per  head,  per  week. 
Parents  Contribution,  Nil. 
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Table  V. 

Inspection,  Treatment,  &c.,  of  Children  during  1921. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  Children  Medically 
inspected  (whether  Code  Group,  Special 
or  ailing  child 

3214 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from 
defects  (other  than  uncleanliness  or  de- 
fective Clothing  or  footgear)  who  require 
to  be  kept  under  observation  but  not  referred 
for  treatment  ... 

178 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were 
referred  for  treatment  ("excluding  unclean- 
liness, defective  Clothing,  etc.) 

763 

(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (3)  who  received 
treatment  for  one  or  more  defects  (excluding 
uncleanliness,  defective  Clothing,  etc). 

533 

*- 


f 


